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The words of St. Paul to the faith com-
munity of Corinth sum up my thoughts 

and hopes for each of you as 
I prepare to leave St. Martha 
parish: “I continually thank my 
God for you because of the fa-
vor he has bestowed on you in 
Christ Jesus. … God is faithful 
and it was he who called you 
to fellowship with his Son, Je-
sus Christ the Lord” (I Cor. 1: 
4, 9). 
 I have attempted to convey 
one simple message to all of 
you since I was appointed pastor of St. Martha 
in July, 2001 and that message is this: to be 
baptized into Christ Jesus is the greatest event 
in the life of any Christian! Through Bap-
tism the living God claims us for his own and 
shares his life and mission with us. Once we 
come close to comprehending the depth of this 
mystery of God’s love and embrace his call 
in our lives, we experience transformation and 
joy in the act of choosing to share our gifts to 
help build the kingdom of God. This was the 
special insight of St. Paul and it led to his con-
version and missionary efforts to preach the 
Good News to all nations. While it has been 

the consistent teaching of the Catholic Church 
throughout the centuries, it received a special 

focus from the Fathers of the 
Second Vatican Council. 
 What I have discovered 
in the seventeen years I have 
been your pastor is that this 
teaching has profound practi-
cal effects in the faith life of a 
community. You are wonder-
ful examples of that! Quiet 
reminders, steady affirmation, 
and frequent invitations to fol-
low the beckoning of Christ 

Jesus have produced much fruit. However, it 
is only a beginning. The Lord invites us each 
day to accompany Him for the long haul. I 
trust that under the leadership of Fr. T.J. you 
will do just that!
 My heart is overflowing with great joy 
from your many kindnesses shown to me. The 
words of Cardinal DiNardo in his letter grant-
ing me retirement are deeply touching. I am so 
blessed by God! Thank all of you for allowing 
me to serve you as your pastor.

Fr. Chester Borski 
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Dear Monsignor Borski,

With this letter, I accept your retirement from active ministry here in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, 
effective July 1. 

Msgr. Chester, I am very grateful for your priestly service. You have been instrumental in the formation of many 
priests from our Archdiocese and other Dioceses within Texas and out of state. The tribute we witnessed at the 
celebration of your 50th anniversary of ordination on Dec. 21, 2017, speaks powerfully of how deeply you have 
influenced the lives of so many men during their discernment and formation toward the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ.

From 1982 to 2001, with gentle strength you led St. Mary’s Seminary as it navigated the challenges and ques-
tions of priestly formation in the years following the Second Vatican Council. The Seminarians, priests and 
bishops appreciated your labor, and abundantly showed their love and respect for you at your 50th anniversary 
celebration. Then, for the last 17 years, you have served as the Pastor of St. Martha’s Parish in Porter with the 
same wisdom filled heart. 

I am very happy that you have accepted to be available to serve as spiritual director of the seminarians at St. 
Mary’s Seminary, where you will reside, as there are more priests to form in the image of the Good Shepherd. I 
am sure that other bishops are grateful for the decision. 

You will continue to enjoy the faculties to exercise your priesthood in the Archdiocese. I trust that this time will 
be one of more intense and focused prayer, especially on behalf of our brother priests who are still in the trenches. 

As you enter into your new priestly witness and ministry, please be assured of my prayers that God will grant you 
good health and lasting peace. I extend my personal thanks and those of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
that you have served so faithfully in your 50 years of priesthood.

Fraternally yours in Christ,
 

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston

 

The Most Reverend George A. Sheltz
Chancellor

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
Office of the Cardinal
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Welcome Back Fr. TJ Dolce
Dear friends of Sts. Martha, Mary, Lazarus, friends of Jesus,

I am SO excited to be able to come back to serve you and the 
wonderful people of Kingwood! When I left the parish in 

2012 for a new assignment, I felt like I was 
leaving a part of my heart behind. Many 
of you have taught me how to be a priest 
and how to live a life of holiness, and I am 
grateful to be back to walk our faith journey 
together. In a special way, I will get to be 
reunited with that missing piece of my heart 
that comes in the form of you and so many 
relationships and experiences of God’s in-
credible love for all of us!
 I also want to take this opportunity 
to thank Fr. Borski for his leadership, guidance, vision, and 
friendship over his 17 years as pastor. I feel so blessed to call 
him a friend, role model, and brother priest. He is everything I 
have hoped and strive to be as a shepherd of souls and I hope 
to be at least as holy and faithful as he has been to the parish of 
St. Martha’s. The parish and the community will deeply miss 
his kind heart and loving presence.
 This transition from Fr. Borski’s leadership to mine will 
be tough for everyone. I ask for your prayers for all the priests 
involved in this transition: For Fr. Borski’s retirement and re-
turn to the seminary, for Fr. Richard’s transition as the new di-
rector of vocations for the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
(which is my former position), for Fr. Michael as he transitions 
to St. Max, and for Fr. Jonathan and myself as we transition 
to serve you at St. Martha’s. In turn, we all will be praying 

for you and the community because it is tough when there is 
so much turnover in the priests. But with God’s love and in-

spiration from the Holy Spirit, we will get 
through this together!!!
 I am very much looking forward to be-
ing back with so many of you whom I’ve 
been able to get to know over the years. It 
is crazy to think that I’ve been affiliated 
with St. Martha’s parish for over 12 years 
when I arrived as a seminarian intern! I’ve 
seen so many changes in Kingwood, and 
I’m sure we will see many more together. 
God is working in our parish and our com-

munity and I am excited to see the kinds of ways God will 
continue to work in us together. I foresee Kingwood being a 
place where the love of Christ shines so brightly that all who 
live, work, and visit here will be changed and impacted by 
the incredible love of God we share with each other. We can 
help make a difference in our world by first allowing the Holy 
Spirit to be more active in our 
own homes, our parish and 
the community of Kingwood!
 May God bless us togeth-
er as we seek His will and al-
low Him to help us grow in 
holiness!

Fr. TJ Dolce
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Fr. Jonathan Moré
 Hello, good people of St. Martha’s! Al-
low me to introduce myself. My name in 
Fr. Jonathan Moré, and I’m your new pa-
rochial vicar. This is my first full parish as-
signment (I had a brief stint at St. Cecilia’s 
last summer) and I’m excited and eager to 
assist Fr. T.J. in serving you over the com-
ing years.

 I was born and raised in West Houston, the son of a Cuban 
immigrant father and a mother from the Rio Grande Valley. They 
raised my younger sister and I in the Catholic faith, first at St. 
Catherine of Sienna where I was baptized, and then for the rest 
of my youth at Our Lady of Walsingham, where I was an altar 
server for ten years. I was homeschooled for all twelve grades 
before attending the University of St. Thomas in Houston for de-
grees in Philosophy and Catholic studies. It was there that my 
sense of vocation to the priesthood, which had lurked in the back 
of my mind since early adolescence, finally came to the fore, and 
upon graduation I entered Holy Trinity Seminary in Irving as a 
seminarian for the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. After two 
years, I was sent to live at the North American College in Rome 
to study at the Pontifical Gregorian University. My time in Rome 
taught me much about the universal nature of the Church, and it 
was a great privilege to be so near to the Pope and surrounded 
by the ancient cultural, artistic, and architectural heritages of our 
faith. Four years later, I returned to Houston to be ordained to the 
priesthood on June 3, 2017, returning to Rome after three event-
ful months marked by both more joy and more loss than I ever 
expected to complete additional studies for a Licentiate in Sacred 
Theology (S.T.L.), which I will have completed by the time you 
read this.
 Through all my experiences in seminary and abroad, my 

longing was always for Houston, for the city and its people, for its 
land and culture, and more often than not, for its air-conditioning, 
BBQ, and effective if often congested freeway system. For all 
my time in Rome, I remain above all a Texan and a Houstonian. 
In fact, my time in Europe solidified my love of our homeland 
and revealed to me the depth of its roots in the Old World. From 
the Spanish missionaries who first brought the faith and whose 
traditions forever colored its devotions to the French bishops and 
nuns who first governed our diocese and ran its schools, Houston 
and Texas owe much to those old world powers. And yet, those 
who came did not remain unchanged. Texas showed its influence 
in turning French bishops of noble blood into hard-riding men 
who rode about the countryside on horseback to bring Christ’s 
teachings and sacraments to the faithful scattered throughout the 
land. Our little corner of the world is shot through with the full 
history and heritage of the Church, and yet our land and people 
lent their own undeniable and unmistakable character to the mix 
and continue to do so today. It is this unique place and people that 
I love and am so happy to be able to serve.
 I believe that God invites all to holiness and to participa-
tion in his plan for our world and our salvation. I have learned 
to trust him in good times and bad and to seek to submit myself 
to his will, but in all these things still I have much growth ahead 
of me. I’m not a saint yet, and not just because I’m not dead yet! 
I look forward to walking with all of you on the path to holi-
ness and to our loving Father, and I stand ready to assist on your 
journey however I can, whether through the sacraments of the 
Church, through preaching and counseling, or whatever else may 
be necessary or advantageous. I humbly ask the support of your 
prayers before God that I not falter in this task with which he has 
entrusted me. I look forward to meeting all of you soon!
 God bless, Fr. Jonathan Moré

Farewell to Fr. Richard and Fr. Michael
 The Cardinal has appointed Fr. Richard 
McNeillie as the new Director of Vocations 
for the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.  
Fr. Richard was ordained to the priesthood 
on June 6, 2015 and has served the people of 
St. Martha for three years. He now assumes 
a very important role in the life our arch-

diocese and looks forward to assisting parishes and religious 
communities of men and women in the promotion of religious 
and priestly vocations. His appointment becomes effective on 
July 1st.

 The religious community of Mary the 
Mother of the Redeemer has also announced 
that they will transfer Fr. Michael Pham to 
St. Maximilian Kolbe parish in the Cypress 
area. There he will have the opportunity to 
serve with a trusted friend and former mem-
ber of his religious community. He has been 
a tremendous help this past year and will be deeply missed by 
the entire parish community but especially by the pastoral staff.
 Please keep these men as well as our parish family in your 
prayers.
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Chapel Project Update 

In this brief summary I want to give our parishioners an up-
date on the chapel project which is being funded by Mrs. 

Pat Reid’s bequest. In late 2016 the planning committee se-
lected Studio Red as the architectural firm to design the cha-
pel. Several concept design options were considered with the 
current base design accepted in March 2017 and the Schematic 
Design completed in late April 2017. Preliminary project cost 
estimates by the architect at the time were slightly over $4 mil-
lion with estimated completion during the fall of 2018. 
 In April 2017 Arch-Con Construction came on board to 
provide pre-construction services which included advice on 
materials, constructability and construction costs. The archi-
tects began the Design Development phase and used the same 
materials utilized in our present church as a starting point for 
pricing. Based upon these materials Arch-Con provided our 
committee with a report that construction costs would exceed 
the initial estimates by $1.4 million! Our planning committee 
spent the next several months attempting to reduce the overall 
costs and could only reduce the amount by $800,000. Studio 
Red was asked to complete the Design Development phase 
with an attempt to find additional cost reductions. That report 

was completed on August 31, 2017. 
 At that time Hurricane Harvey caused everything to be put 
on hold. In early October 2017 we decided to take a step back 
and reconsider our chapel design. A meeting was held with 
key representatives from the finance council, parish pastoral 
council, and our planning committee. We decided to reduce 
the overall square footage of the chapel and seek less costly 
materials while maintaining a design which reflected that of 
our church. By January 2018 we were able to agree on an es-
timated cost of the chapel project of just over $4 million. This 
was very close to our original agreed upon budget.
 Studio Red Architects has now completed the revised De-
velopment Design package and this has been reviewed by our 
committee. The next phase is the completion of the Construc-
tion Documents. We expect to begin construction in Septem-
ber 2018 with completion in the summer of 2019. Thank you 
for your patience with this process and I ask your continued 
prayers for our new chapel.

Fr. Chester L. Borski
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St. Martha Catholic School
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Congratulations, Class of 2018!

 St. Martha Catholic School is extremely proud of the accomplishments of our 32 graduates. On 
Friday, May 25, 2018 they commemorated graduation after a Mass celebrated by Monsignor Borski. 
A reception followed in the Narthex of the church. This year’s valedictorian was Gabrielle Norman 
and the commencement speaker was Thomas Ditges, Class of 2012. The faculty and staff of St. Mar-
tha Catholic School wishes these young adults luck and blessings as they continue on their journeys 
at St. Agnes Academy, St. Thomas Catholic, Frassati Catholic, Incarnate Word Academy, Our Lady 
of the Hills, Kingwood High School, and Kingwood Park High School. It has been an honor to teach 
and watch them grow. You have the hearts and minds to change the world and we know you will! 

Madeline Birney 
Alexandra Blue
Suzanna Bridges
Emily Chaires 
Carson Chesnut
Juan Cintron
Isabella Coenen
Evan Crosswait
Chloe Ditges
Elizabeth Drake
Evan Hebert
Oliver Jamieson
Quinn Keeler
Katherine Kirsch
Hailey Landry
Xavier Laroche
Anora Lee
Luke Leger
Claire Lifrieri
Anthony Maraffa
Ricardo Martinez
John Meyer
Gabrielle Norman
David Payne
Isabella Pinto
Celeste Reiss
Samuel Rinando 
Anna Saucedo
Ruben Vara
Grace Vidal 
Lilianne Watkins
Rachel Watta

 St. Martha Catholic School would like to wish the following teachers and staff well as they 
depart after many years of faithful service to our beloved school and students; Mrs. Barnes, 
Mr. Bullen, Mrs. Conlan, Mrs. Garcia, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Kaden, Mrs. Koenig, Mrs. Licona, Ms. 
Prisco, and Mrs. Verhalen. We are grateful for friendship. You have left a lasting impact on St. 
Martha Catholic School and your students. We wish you well in your next chapter!
  A warm welcome is also extended to our new faculty who will be joining us this year:  Mrs. 
Catherine Stephenson, Dr. James Dailey, Mrs. Julie Broussard, Ms. Melissa Spartz, Ms. Paula 
Amsler, Mr. Lorenzo Ortiz, Ms. Cynthia Rowell, Ms. Avery Bloodworth, and Mrs. Dolores 
Martin. St. Martha Catholic School is thrilled to have you and we look forward to all of the 
wonderful experience and qualifications you bring with you. Welcome!

Limited Openings
for the 2018-2019

School Year!
Visit our school website
at www.stmarthacs.org
for more information or

contact Registrar
Jodie Richter at 

richterj@stmarthacs.org.
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Be Good Stewards of Your 
Family This Summer

Summer is an exciting and sometimes challenging time for 
stewardship of the family.

 Everything turns a little upside down for the family in 
summer. Kids out of school, grandparents visiting, teens with 
a first job, road trips and those big family reunions: Sometimes 
it seems summer dashes by in a flurry of wet bathing suits and 
backyard barbecues. How does the Christian steward make 
summer a special time for “the domestic church” of family?
 Relax!... No, really!... Relax! … Slow down! The world 
often spins around us and we are caught up in work, social 
media, and activity. Gift yourself and your family with time 
this summer. Be truly present. When Pope Francis addressed a 
homily to families in 2013, one word he used often was “sim-
plicity.” Make time for family meals, but make them simple 
and nutritious. “We need simplicity to pray as a family,” the 
Holy Father said. Let each family member take a turn praying 
a simple grace at family meals. Linger 
over good food and good conversation. 
Make family your focus. Listen to your 
children. Take time for a night out with 
your spouse. Make a commitment to 
fun and presence.

 The Holy Father also asked families, “How do we keep 
our faith as a family?” We don’t keep it for ourselves, he said, 
“as a personal treasure like a bank account.” No, we share it. 
We witness it. How can we witness faith during the summer 
months? “Christian families are missionary families,” Pope 
Francis said. Summer is a good time to plan a field trip to a 
shelter or a food bank. Call ahead and ask what you can bring 
and how your family can help. Many agencies plan summer 
picnics and presentations by refugees during the season. Let 
your kids experience this diversity. Attend a vacation bible 
school or help with one. Invite a priest from your parish, or 
perhaps a lonely neighbor, to dinner. Spread your family joy.
 The summer readers in your family might benefit from 
finding Catholic periodicals or books on heroes of our faith. 
Visit new parishes during the summer. If you are on a road 
trip, never miss Sunday Mass and take advantage of a side 

trip to a shrine or an historic Catholic 
church.
 Most of all, relax and enjoy. Pope 
Francis says, “The family which ex-
periences the joy of faith communi-
cates it naturally.”

Welcome to our New Youth 
Minister

 A lifelong musician and experienced 
worship leader, Mike Lahey has been 
a prominent leader at youth-oriented 
events across the United States for many 
years.
 Mike’s résumé includes leading 
worship and speaking at Youth 2000, 
Ignite Your Torch, Abide and Catholic 

Heart Work Camp, among other events. He is an established 
faith leader, building up young-adult education programs as 
a missionary speaker with The Culture Project in New York 

City, and launching a successful program on the topic of John 
Paul II’s “Love and Responsibility” in Nashville.
 He takes inspiration from John the Baptist, who prepared 
his followers for the presence of Jesus. Mike sees his work as 
a way to shepherd souls into the hands of the Lord, and allow 
Him to do the rest.
 “My job as a worship leader and speaker is to use the gifts 
of music, oration, and relationship to draw people in through 
beauty, story, and friendship,” Mike says. “Once they have 
fallen in love with Jesus, He must increase and I must de-
crease.”
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Save the Date!
The 2018 Parish Festival 

& Fall Market

12-8 PM 
Sat., Oct. 13, 2018

We found Grace in 
2017 through the  

fellowship and  
helping hands of our 
neighbors, following 

Hurricane Harvey.
Join us this year in 

celebration of 
“Kingwood Stronger”!


